
  Church of Scotland 
    

NESS  BANK 
 

Sunday 10 April 2022 

 at 11.00 am 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 Minister – Rev Fiona E Smith, LL.B., B.D. 

  Organist – Mr Ian Livingstone 

 



ORDER  OF  SERVICE   
 

            Prelude        
      

          Welcome and Intimations         Rev Fiona Smith 
  

        Hymn  365  ‘Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 
   

1  Ride on !  ride on in majesty !  
  Hark !  all the tribes ‘Hosanna ! ’ cry ;  
  O Saviour meek, pursue thy road 
  with palms and scattered garments 
  strowed. 

2  Ride on !  ride on in majesty !  
  In lowly pomp ride on to die ;  
  O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 
  o’er captive death and conquered sin. 

3  Ride on !  ride on in majesty !  
  The wingèd squadrons of the sky 
  look down with sad and wondering 
  eyes 
  to see the approaching sacrifice. 

4  Ride on !  ride on in majesty !  
  Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh ;  
  the Father on his sapphire throne 
  awaits his own anointed Son. 

               5 Ride on !  ride on in majesty !  

            In lowly pomp ride on to die ;  

            bow thy meek head to mortal pain, 

            then take, O God, thy power, and reign. 

Scripture Sentences                                    (Congregation standing) 
   

  ‘Rejoice, rejoice, people of Zion!  Shout for joy you people of Jerusalem! Look, your king is  
  coming to you!  He comes triumphant and victorious, but humble and riding on a donkey,  
  a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
 

     Prayers of Approach, Confession and Lord’s Prayer      Rev Penelope Smirthwaite 
  

    All-age talk 
 

     Hymn   367  ‘Hosanna, loud hosanna’ 
 

1  Hosanna, loud hosanna, 
  the little children sang ;  
  through city street and temple 
  their joyful welcome rang. 
  They shouted out their praises 
  to Christ, the children’s friend, 
  who welcomes all with blessing, 
  whose love will never end. 

2  From Olivet they followed, 
  a large exultant crowd, 
  the victor palm branch waving, 
  and chanting clear and loud ;  
  bright angels joined the chorus, 
  beyond the cloudless sky, 
  ‘Hosanna in the highest !  
  Glory to God on high ! ’ 

    

          3  ‘Hosanna in the highest ! ’ 
            That ancient song we sing, 
            for Christ is our Redeemer, 
            the Lord of heaven our King. 
            Oh, may we ever praise him 
            with heart and life and voice, 
            and in his living presence 
            eternally rejoice. 
 

 (Children leave for Sunday School) 
 
 



 
 

Reading            John 18: vs  28-38 (p142)             Geoff Thomson 

 

Anthem  ‘Hosanna to the Son of David’    Halls 
 

Reading  Matthew 27: vs 15-26 (p42)                      Geoff Thomson  

 

Hymn  608  ‘Spirit of truth and grace’ 
 

1 Spirit of truth and grace 

     Come to us in this place 

           As now in Jesus’ name God’s people   

 gather. 

           Open our eyes to see 

           Truths that will ever be, 

           And in communion draw us close  

 together. 

2 Spirit of joy and peace, 

      Make all anxieties cease 

      With knowledge of the Father’s perfect     

 caring. 

           Then may God’s children know 

 Love that won’t let us go 

 And joy that fills each day, beyond 

 comparing.   
 

    3       Spirit of life and power 
    Revive us in this hour 
    And stir our hearts to praise with true devotion. 

    Fill us with heavenly fire, 

    And every heart inspire, 

    That we may serve the world with your compassion. 

 

Sermon  ‘Pontius Pilate – what is truth?’ 

          Hymn   622    ‘We sing a love that sets all people free’ 
 

1  We sing a love that sets all people free, 
  that blows like wind, that burns like 
  scorching flame, 
  enfolds like earth, springs up like water 
  clear :  
  come, living love, live in our hearts 
  today. 

2  We sing a love that seeks another’s 
  good, 
  that longs to serve and not to count the 
  cost, 
  a love that, yielding, finds itself made 
  new :  
  come, caring love, live in our hearts 
  today. 

3  We sing a love, unflinching, unafraid 
  to be itself, despite another’s wrath, 
  a love that stands alone and  
  undismayed :  
  come, strengthening love, live in our 
  hearts today. 

 

4  We sing a love, that, wandering, will 
  not rest 
  until it finds its way, its home, its  
  source, 
  through joy and sadness pressing on 
  refreshed :  
  come, pilgrim love, live in our hearts 
  today.

    

           5 We sing a burning, fiery, Holy Ghost 
            that seeks out shades of ancient bitterness, 
            transfiguring these, as Christ in every heart :  
            come joyful love, live in our hearts today. 

 

      Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 

 



     Hymn  468     ‘Son of God, eternal Saviour’  
 

1  Son of God, eternal Saviour, 
  source of life and truth and grace, 
  Son of Man, whose birth incarnate 
  hallows all our human race ;  
  great High Priest who, throned in  
  glory, 
  for your own will ever plead, 
  fill us with your love and pity, 
  heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

2  Lord, as you have lived for others, 
  so may we for others live ;  
  freely have your gifts been granted, 
  freely may your servants give. 
  Yours the gold and yours the silver, 
  yours the wealth of sea and land, 
  we but stewards of your bounty 
  held in trust at your command. 

       3   Come, Lord Jesus, reign among us, 
          King of Love, and Prince of Peace ;  
          hush the storm of strife and passion, 
          bid its cruel discords cease. 
          Yours the prayer, and yours the purpose, 
          that your people should be one ;  
          grant from heaven our hope’s fruition :  
          here on earth your will be done. 

Benediction & Choral Amen 
 

Postlude  
 

EASTER  WORSHIP 
 

Thursday 14 April at 7pm  -  Maundy Thursday 
The Sacrament of The Lord's Supper will be conducted by Rev Fiona Smith and  

Rev Penelope Smirthwaite 
 

Friday 15 April at 2.30pm  -  Good Friday 
A Service of Reflection will be conducted by Rev Fiona Smith and  

Rev Penelope Smirthwaite 
 

Sunday 17 April at 11am  -  Easter Day 
The Sacrament of The Lord's Supper will be conducted by Rev Fiona Smith . 

Refreshments will be served in the hall after the service.  
 

 

INTIMATIONS  FOR  TODAY 
 

Welcome   We welcome everyone to our service this morning.  A special welcome is extended to 
any visitors who may be worshipping with us.  If you have moved to Inverness, we would be very 
pleased to have you worship with us regularly.  Please make yourself known to one of the 
stewards on duty, or to the Minister, as you leave. 
 

The Bible   Please stand when the Church Officer brings the Bible into the sanctuary for the start 
of our worship together.  Thank you.   Fiona 
 

Internet Access   Please can you ensure that all mobile phones and other devices such as iPads 
are switched off completely before the service to avoid interference with the sound system.   
Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

Livestreaming:  Services are routinely recorded on video and livestreamed.  The front five pews 
in the main block could be in shot (normally the backs of heads only).  Also anyone crossing the 
church in front of the communion table could be in view.  If you wish to avoid being recorded, 
please speak to one of our welcome teams who will be happy to help you choose a seat out of 
camera shot.   
 



 

INTIMATIONS FOR TODAY (cont’d) 
 
Presentation to the Minister   Fiona’s presentation will take place during the service on 17 April 
in the church, followed by refreshments, including sandwiches and home baking, in the hall after 
the service. 
 

Covid Guidance Following the recent relaxation of Covid restrictions, the Church of Scotland 
recommends that masks should still be worn when singing or moving about in the building, but 
they will not be necessary when seated.  Obviously some people may choose to wear masks at all 
times. 
 

Holy Week – Time for space & serenity at Ness Bank Church  We are again planning to open 
up the sanctuary to visitors during Holy Week.  The sanctuary will be open from 11am - 3pm each 
day from Monday 11 to Friday 15 April.  In the sanctuary, there will be music, flowers, art, crafts, 
a labyrinth and a prayer tree all designed to help each visitor find space to stop and be still, and to 
enable them to open their heart to the Lord.  We require volunteers to be there to welcome folk 
during the day – if you could spare an hour of two that week to do this please contact Mary 
Thomson in the Church Office  to put your name down on the rota.    Many thanks.              Fiona  
  

Car Parking on a Sunday Morning  Unfortunately we no longer have access to park in the 
Castle Car Park during our church service. The contractor took possession of the site on Monday 
21st March 2022. The official start date will be 18th April 2022 but ahead of this date the contractor 
will need to erect timber hoarding round the whole site and installation of site cabins. This work will 
commence soon after the 21st March.  

With the loss of use of the Castle Car park on a Sunday morning the Pay and Display Bays in 
Ness Bank and at Bellfield are free. Additionally on Ness Bank, Permit Bays don’t operate on a 
Sunday so can be used for parking. Also the stretch of single Yellow line opposite the garden with 
the Three Graces can also be used for parking, as can the piece of single yellow line further along 
Ness Bank. 

A Blue badge allows on-street, free parking without time restriction in Pay & Display bays, on 
single and double yellow lines without loading restrictions as long as you are parked safely and 
your badge is valid. Some on-street disabled bays are time limited so please check the signage. 
Parking in any location subject to loading use or restrictions is not allowed and could subject you 
to a fine. The edge of the pavement is suitably marked if this is the case but does not apply on 
Ness Bank.              Jim Anderson 

Stamp Project Update  The National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon  (NESSL) is a 
Church of Scotland Partner with congregations in both countries. In 2021, the pastors initiated a 
scheme whereby they gave 1/2 of their salaries to establish a relief programme for the neediest 
families around their congregations. The countries' economic crisis and the consequences of the 
explosion in Beirut have struck hard, and the Synod is struggling to pay the salaries (£100 -
£150/month) for their pastors. The Synod is reaching out to their partners worldwide to help 
support their pastors and projects . 
This year the Stamp Appeal aims to raise enough funds to support a pastor for a full year, ie 
 £1800. Thank you to all who have already left their stamps in the orange bucket and please 
continue to do so. Once we have gathered a reasonable amount of stamps, they will be sent on 
for sorting.                                                                                           World Mission Team 
 

Christian Aid Week 15-21 May Volunteers are required to deliver Christian Aid envelopes in our 
parish.   This year there will be delivery of the envelopes only, meaning no collection thereafter will 
be necessary.   Anyone interested please contact Raymond Matheson by emailing 
raymondmatheson@icloud.com  or telephone 01463 559960 and leave a message with their 
name and telephone number if there is no reply.   Help will be greatly appreciated for what is such 
a worthy cause. 
 

 
 

mailto:raymondmatheson@icloud.com


 
NESS  BANK  MEETINGS  AND  ACTIVITIES 

    

Bible Study & Prayer Group   The next meeting will take place on Sunday 24 April at 5.00pm in 
room 2.  All welcome. 
 

 
 

 
 

GENERAL  NOTICES 
 

Risen Media Highlands It is planned to bring the Risen events back to Eden Court in 2023, but 
this year the event will be digital with an online celebration via the Risen Media Highlands Youtube 
channel.  Risen 2022 will take place on 17 April at 7.30pm, and the evening will feature inspiring 
musical praise and worship led by Elaine Kirkham and the Acclaim Choir.  The speaker will be the 
Rev Iain Macaskill who currently serves as the Chaplain to Ross Country Football Club.  To join, 
go to www.youtube.com and type Risen Media Highlands, or Risen 2022, to access it, or for more 
information, contact Rev John A Wilson on 07523 078483. 
 
Blythswood Care  are delighted to invite you to our Afternoon Tea on Thursday 28 April, from 
2-5pm at the Kingsmills Hotel.  Tickets are £20 per person or £150 for a table of 8.  You can 
book them online through Eventbrite, https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/afternoon-tea-tickets-
257787097147, but just be aware they charge a fee on top of the ticket price so if you want to 
avoid that, please just email elma.mackay@blythswood.org or text Elma on 07876 831175 and 
she can book the tickets for you.   
Silent auction lots are also being requested.  If you can provide physical items (must be new);  a 
service, such as a decorating, cleaning etc; or a holiday home you can donate for a short break, 
please do get in touch with Elma.  
Thanks  to a very generous anonymous sponsor, every penny raised from this event will go to 
Blythswood Cornerstone Project, in India, which runs a Women and Child Development Centre. 
Elma MacKay, North Scotland Area Fundraising Manager, Blythswood Care 
 

 
 

 

 
CONTACTS 

 
 

Rev Fiona E Smith LL.B., B.D. can be contacted on telephone 01463 234653 or email 
FSmith@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 
     The Church Officer is Billy Irvine, telephone 07736 973697, email billyictfc@gmail.com   

 
Admin hours are 9am - 12 Noon Monday to Friday.  Tel 01463 221812;   

email nessbankchurch@gmail.com 
 

Ness Bank Church is online at www.nessbankchurch.org.uk & Facebook and Twitter 
 

  If you would like more information about Ness Bank Church, would like to join our fellowship, or 
would like the Minister to contact you, please speak to a steward as you leave. 

 
 

  
Ness Bank Church of Scotland Inverness, No SC 010870, is a Registered Charity 
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