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ORDER  OF  SERVICE 
 

     Prelude 
 

     Welcome and Intimations              Rev Fiona Smith 
 

     Hymn        334  ‘On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry’ 
 
1  On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s 

  cry 

  announces that the Lord is nigh ;  

  awake and hearken for he brings 

  glad tidings of the King of kings. 

2  Then cleansed be every heart 

  from sin ;  

  make straight the way for God 

  within ;  

  prepare we in our hearts a home, 

  where such a mighty Guest may 

  come. 

4  Stretch out your hand, to heal our 

  sore, 

  and make us rise to fall no more ;  

  once more upon your people  

  shine, 

  and fill the world with love divine. 

5  All praise to you, eternal Son, 

  whose advent has our freedom 

  won, 

  whom with the Father we adore, 

  and Holy Spirit, evermore.

 

            Lighting of the 1st  Advent Candle 

     Scripture Sentences (John 1: 1-5)                (Congregation standing) 
 

     Prayers of Approach, Confession and Lord’s Prayer 
 

     All-age talk       Rev Fiona Morrison 
                   
     Hymn      ‘Give me oil in my lamp’ 

1. Give me oil in my lamp, keep me 

burning. 

Give me oil in my lamp, I pray. 

Give me oil in my lamp, keep me 

burning, 

keep me burning till the break of day. 

 Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, 

 sing hosanna to the King of Kings! 

 Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, 

 Sing hosanna to the King. 

2. Give me joy in my heart, keep me 

singing, 

give me joy in my heart, I pray; 

give me joy in my heart, keep me 

singing, 

keep me singing till the break of day. 

3. Give me love in my heart, keep me 

serving, 

give  me love in my heart, I pray; 

give me love in my heart, keep me 

serving, 

keep me serving till the break of day. 

 

4. Give me peace in my heart, keep me 

resting, 

give me peace in my heart, I pray; 

give me peace in my heart, keep me 

resting, 

keep me resting till the break of day 

 



 
     (Children leave for Sunday School) 
 
     First Reading:  Psalm 25: vs 1-10 (NIV) (p549)             Jim Anderson     
 
     Reflective Song: Cornerstone       
              

     Second Reading:  Romans 15: vs 1-13 (NIV) (p202)    Jim Anderson 
              
     Sermon   ‘Christian Hope’  
 
     Hymn  472      ‘Come, thou long expected Jesus’  

 

1  Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

  born to set thy people free ;  

  from our fears and sins release 

  us ;  

  let us find our rest in thee. 

2  Israel’s strength and consolation, 

  hope of all the earth thou art, 

  dear desire of every nation, 

  joy of every longing heart. 

3  Born thy people to deliver, 

  born a child, and yet a King, 

  born to reign in us for ever, 

  now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

4  By thine own eternal Spirit 

  rule in all our hearts alone ;  

  by thine all-sufficient merit 

  raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
       

      Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession   
 

      Hymn      336      ‘Christ is our light’ 
 
1  Christ is our light !   the bright and 

  morning star 

  covering with radiance all from 

  near and far. 

  Christ be our light, shine on, shine 

  on we pray 

  into our hearts, into our world  

  today. 

2  Christ is our love !   baptized that 

  we may know 

  the love of God among us,  

  swooping  low. 

  Christ be our love, bring us to turn 

  our face 

  and see in you the light of  

  heaven’s  embrace

          3 Christ is our joy !   transforming wedding guest !  

           Through water turned to wine the feast was blessed. 

           Christ be our joy ;   your glory let us see, 

           as your disciples did in Galilee. 

 Benediction & Choral Amen 
 

     Postlude 
 



INTIMATIONS  FOR  TODAY 
 

Welcome   We welcome everyone to our service this morning.  A special welcome is extended 
to any visitors who may be worshipping with us.  If you have moved to Inverness, we would be 
very pleased to have you worship with us regularly.  Please make yourself known to one of the 
stewards on duty, or to the Minister, as you leave. 
 

The Bible   Please stand when the Church Officer brings the Bible into the sanctuary for the 
start of our worship together.  Thank you.   Fiona 
 

Internet Access   Please can you ensure that all mobile phones and other devices such as 
iPads are switched off completely before the service to avoid interference with the sound 
system.   Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

Livestreaming:  Services are routinely recorded on video and livestreamed.  The front five 
pews in the main block could be in shot (normally the backs of heads only).  Also anyone 
crossing the church in front of the communion table could be in view.  If you wish to avoid being 
recorded, please speak to one of our welcome teams who will be happy to help you choose a 
seat out of camera shot.   
 

Service of Remembering   The annual Service of Remembering will be held today at 3pm in 
the Church, and will be livestreamed on the website.   This Service will offer a time for quiet 
reflection through music, readings and prayers for anyone who wishes to remember someone 
they knew who has died whether in recent times or long ago.   If you wish, you will be able to 
add a name to the Book of Remembrance and their names will be read out during the Service.   
Everyone is warmly welcome.  Tea and Coffee will be served in the hall afterwards. 
 

December Newsletter:  The next edition of the newsletter will be issued on Sunday 12 
December and contributions for this should be sent to Joyce Muir 
(conandjoyce@btopenworld.com) no later than Monday 29 November. 
 

Presentation As I’m sure everyone is aware, our organist, Mrs Bridget Black, recently 
tendered her resignation.  We wish to acknowledge almost 40 years of service and in that 
connection it is our intention to make a presentation to her on Communion Sunday, 5 
December.  If you wish to make a donation, please place it in an envelope suitably marked, 
either today or via the church office. 
 

Parish Christmas card   We will be looking for some additional helpers to ensure that as 
many homes as possible in our Parish will receive Christmas greetings from our church 
following our inability to send a card last Christmas because of Covid. Quite simply it just 
involves being a ‘Postie’ and popping a card through a letter-box. If you are able to assist just 
give your name to the office or to any office bearer on duty. We anticipate that they will be 
ready for delivery on 5 December.  Regular ‘Posties’ take note!! 
 

Blythswood Shoeboxes Many thanks for all the filled boxes, bags of shoebox items & the 
monetary donations handed in for the Blythswood Shoebox Appeal. There were 70 boxes 
handed in from the boxes collected in the vestibule and we are aware others handed in boxes 
directly to the sorting depot. It was fabulous to have such great support. If anyone wants to 
start early on next year’s box, just contact Janet (711185) for a wrapped shoebox & a leaflet. 
Won’t be long until the January sales for cheap hat/scarf gloves etc! 
 

Finance – The Way Ahead  Firstly, many thanks to all our members and friends who 
continued their giving to the church by freewill envelopes or, better still, by Bank standing order 
over the past 2 difficult years. It has given us a solid financial platform for 2022 . 
Whether we like it or not, we are increasingly becoming a cashless society, which means that 
visitors to the church for special occasions do not have the opportunity to leave a donation. We 
are therefore introducing contactless giving so that people can give by credit or debit card just 
as you would in a shop or supermarket. 
We hope this will prove popular and effective. 
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SUNDAY  WORSHIP 
 

Sunday 5 December at 11.00am 
 

  The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be conducted by Rev Fiona Smith  
and Rev Fiona Morrison 

Tea/Coffee will be served after the service. 
 

 

There will be a retiring collection for the Kirk Session Benevolent Fund 
 

 

NESS BANK ACTIVITIES 
 

Bible Study & Prayer Group The next meeting will take place tonight at 5.00pm in room 2.  
New members welcome. 
 
Guild Work Party   The Work Party will meet on Tuesday 30 November at 2.00pm in room 2, 
and will welcome anyone who wishes to join them. 
 

Christmas Decorations Group Last chance to give vent to your artistic talent!  Decorations 
will be put up on Tuesday 30 November from 7.00pm.  Volunteers required to help please. 
Contact David R Abbott on 243656 or davidabbott1942@gmail.com. 
 

Ness Bank Crafties and Work Party  As there is no Christmas Fayre again this year, we 
hope, all being well, to have sales tables for church funds in the hall on Sunday 5 December 
after the Communion service, when tea and coffee will be served after church in the hall.  We 
hope to see you all then. 

 

GENERAL  NOTICES 
 

Blythswood Care There is a vacancy for a Shop Assistant/Donated Goods Sorter – Harbour 
Road, Inverness.   The position is for 22.5 hours over 3 days per week between Monday and 
Saturday. Closing date Wednesday 1 December.  For an Application Form and Job 
Description please email personnel@blythswood.org  or  contact the HR Department on 01349 
830777. 

 

CONTACTS 
 

Rev Fiona E Smith LL.B., B.D. can be contacted on telephone 01463 234653 or email 
FSmith@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 
     The Church Officer is Billy Irvine, telephone 07736 973697, email billyictfc@gmail.com   

 

Admin hours are 9am - 12 Noon Monday to Friday, telephone 01463 221812, email 
nessbankchurch@gmail.com 

 

Ness Bank Church is online at www.nessbankchurch.org.uk & Facebook and Twitter 
 

  If you would like more information about Ness Bank Church, would like to join our fellowship, 
or would like the Minister to contact you, please speak to a steward as you leave. 

 

Ness Bank Church of Scotland Inverness, No SC 010870, is a Registered Charity 
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