
Jesus told his disciples “another parable” It was a
parable about the kingdom of heaven, but of that
kingdommainly in the here and now. “The king‐
dom of heaven,” Jesus said, “is like a manwho
sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone
was sleeping, his enemy came and sowedweeds
among the wheat, and went away.When the
wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the
weeds also appeared. The owner’s servants came
to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in
your field?Where then did the weeds come from?’
‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. ‘The servants
asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them
up?’ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are
pulling the weeds, youmay uproot the wheat with
them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At
that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the
weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then
gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’ ”
Matthew 13:24-30.

Jesus here paints a graphic picture of the church in
theworld today, and especially aswe face the
changes that have been ordered by the General As‐
sembly. Later Jesus explained to his disciples that
the field is theworld, the one sowing seed is Jesus,
the seed is theWord of God, the enemy is the Devil,

thewheat are God’s people and the tares (poison‐
ousweeds) are theworks of the Evil One to distract
us. Jesus is using his church to sowGospel seeds
and his harvest is growing.More andmore people
around theworld are hearing the GoodNews of Je‐
sus and saying “yes” to the Gospel!

But Satan is sowing too. Scotland knows it! He is
sowing tares, a poisonous weed which, in its early
stages of growth, looks just like wheat. The enemy
wants to stop themission of the church. There is a
battle for the harvest going on.

Jesus intends to use us in the church to spread
seeds of hope. Satan is using a form of spiritual
bio-terrorism to spread poison. Jesus comes to
bring life to us and to the world. But Satan comes
to steal, kill and destroy John 10:10.

Notice first of all in the parable that the weeds
were sownwhen the servants were not watching.
They were asleep!When speaking about Christi‐
ans having on the whole armour of God, Paul says
by way of conclusion, “And pray in the Spirit on all
occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on
praying for all the Lord's people” Ephesians 6:18.
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5 Sept

Pray for the Kirking of the Council at Ness Bank.

Admit your lethargy towards God, that you have
fallen asleep, been side-tracked, and ask him to stir
you to action again as a congregation

12 Sept

Resolve to pray regularly with others about the
Presbytery’s Mission Plan, that the Holy Spirit
would give wisdom and guidance. Start or join your
congregation’s prayer group.

Pray for Presbytery meeting on the 18th.

19 Sept

Pray that you will not be a weed puller, but a seed
grower in Christ’s kingdom.

Pray that the Church will know how to sow Gospel
seed.

26 Sept Pray that you and your congregation will developseed sowing in your parish.
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So is this one of the ways we have got it wrong?
We neglect prayer and we sleep instead.

There are all kinds of ways that we are hindered
from praying. Most boil down to that we do not
really believe that God hears and answers prayer.
We say we believe it–in theory, but not in practice
because we do not pray. Attendance at church
prayer meetings seems to demonstrate that. Per‐
haps your church does not evenmeet for prayer.
What is that saying?

Has our lack of watching and our sleeping in the
church up until now led to what we now face? It
certainly seems to be the case. Our enemy has
crept up and wreaked havoc with us.

But notice further from the parable that having let
the enemy in to sow the weeds while they were
not watching, the servants want to immediately
rush in to try to solve the problem. They want to
go in and pull up the weeds. Can you believe it? Of
course you can because this is what we are about
to do in this 12 months ahead of us if we are not
careful. We are in grave danger of thrashing
around, pulling at weeds, but also rooting out the
good plants of wheat and not doing what we
should be doing. Like the servants working in the
field, many of us have the same knee jerk reaction
to the tares (weeds) around us.Wewant to pull
them out by the roots, deal with evil and be done
with it. Did you notice, though, that the parable
was not about rooting out evil?

In Luke 9:52-56 Jesus tried to bring the Good News
into a Samaritan village, “…but the people there
did not welcome him, because he was heading for

Jerusalem.When the disciples James and John
saw this, they asked, ‘Lord, do you want us to call
fire down from heaven to destroy them?’ But Jesus
turned and rebuked them.” James and John
wanted to pull the weeds out by the roots and
burn them up right then and there. But Jesus
made it clear to these “Sons of Thunder” that this
was not the plan of God.

So before going on a wholesale weeding session
we need to be guided by God as to what his plan
is. We should be praying again. Praying that the
Holy Spirit would lead us into seeing what God is
planning. Otherwise we could find ourselves des‐
troying the church altogether because we have
done the wrong thing, pulled up the wrong plants
in our impulsive weeding, because pulling up is
not what we are about.

It is not our job to call down fire or tear out tares.
The only evil we are called to root out is the evil in
our own livesMatthew 7:5. Instead, we are called
to sow seed generously in the harvest fieldMat‐
thew 13:1-23 and disciple those who respond to the
message.We are called to go with the goers, pray
for the others and keep throwing Gospel seeds.
We need to get the right perspective.

What about the weeds–the evils of our day, even
the evils within the church?We leave them for
God, the Lord of the Harvest, to deal with on
Judgement Day. And he will.

There is a day coming where the harvesters (the
angels) will bundle the weeds (evil) and gather
the wheat (God’s people). He will burn the weeds
to destroy them forever and bring the wheat into

his barn (aka “heaven”!) You and I are not called
to pull weeds.

We are called to sow seeds. Nowwe have to see
the changes we are being forced tomake in the
Church because of circumstances and to have the
right perspectives. Our changed circumstances do
not call for a knee-jerk reaction, one way or the
other. Of course we can easily throw a fit at being
woken up, but kicking and screaming is not ac‐
complishing anything that is in God’s will and
plan.We just hurt ourselves further. Wemust pray
for humility and admit we have fallen asleep on
guard duty. The enemy has come in and we are in
amess. Cry to God to bring us back on track.

The General Assembly has rightly called us all to
bemission orientated again. In our slumbers we
have let it slip. Because we were not coming to
God in prayer we lost sight of our purpose.We
were side-tracked down all kinds of other aven‐
ues–some good in themselves–but we took our
eye off the goal where we should have been aim‐
ing. Because we were not asking for the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, nor for strength for our task we
have lost our way.

As those Gospel seeds that we sow grow, they will
overcome the weeds and the tares. Of course, this
doesn’t mean that we refuse to speak the truth,
vote for our consciences, deal with injustice
around us or get involved with other important is‐
sues. But it does mean that our ultimate goal is to
save lost souls– the good seed. So let’s sow! Let’s
sow asmany seeds as we can in as many places to
have the biggest harvest that we can! Let’s stop
pulling weeds and start sowing seeds!


