
PrayerNews
January &

February  2021
For a couple of weeks before Christmas Paul-
ine was in hospital. She is still recovering, 
but this has hindered the publication of Pres-
bytery’s Prayer News. Now a more severe 
“lockdown” is upon us and we have the added 
blow that congregations can no longer gather. 
Over the few years that it has been produced, 
Prayer News has struggled to win much atten-
tion, and prayer contributions have generally 
been hastily gathered after Pauline has had to 
phone to ask for contribution. Pray about the 
future of Prayer News.

Perhaps there has never been more urgent 
need for prayer than there is just now. Gener-
ally contributions for prayer have not seemed 
to realistically address what may be regarded 
as “the elephant in the room” issues that as 
a Church and as congregations threaten our 
very survival. We face gigantic problems that 
we should all be urgently bringing to God in 
prayer.

The Church of Scotland website is putting on a brave face and 
giving a “spin” to the news from the Church and what it really 
faces in 2021 and beyond. There is no doubt that we do need 
to have some good news and to be encouraged. We have just 
come through a tough year, and it looks set that we will con-
tinue with such for a good while longer.

Let us give thanks for the mercies we received in the past year, 
and for the good hand of God upon us—yes, despite the tough 
year! Giving praise for the good news from congregations is 
right and proper, and Prayer News has highlighted some of 
these in the past year, despite all the restrictions laid on us be-
cause of Covid-19. It is always right and proper to look back to 
see the mighty hand of God, and acting in such a way can only 
confirm to us what a mighty God we serve.

We have had our sadnesses and sorrows, but God has nev-
er failed us. At times we thought he had, but he was always 
there. His love never ceased towards us. Not for one moment 
did he leave us or abandon us. The same Lord God will con-
tinue with us, too, in all that 2021 brings to us. If we belong to 
Christ he has laid up for us far better, if not in this life, in that 
which is to come. We have nothing to fear.

Yet, as much as there is every reason to be encouraged and 
for giving thanks and praise, no doubt challenges have and-
will arise. Often these challenges are deliberately designed to 
throw us upon God. Always we are to trust him, and to real-
ise more fully that his love never fails. However we tend to be 
fickle and do not trust God, and we have to learn to be other-
wise. Trials refine us like gold in the furnace.

Nevertheless, we are to face the challenges before us and not 
be as the proverbial ostrich and stick our heads in the sand 
and hope these go away or to pretend that they are not there.

Sometimes when we pray God does take away the challenges 
and resolves them. At other times it is we who have to change 
and God gives us his strength and his wisdom to face the chal-
lenges to overcome, at the same time strengthening our faith.

As we look at the new year and into the future we must face 
personal  matters as we must face social, political and church 
matters. It is the latter that together we are primarily con-
cerned about just now, but all impact upon us.

Nationally and locally there are challenges we must face in 
the Church—and we must face them together and cry to God 
for help. There is no shame in this. We need wisdom. We need 
strength. We must increase our faith, our hope, and above all, 
our love together—all of us. We must ask God for them

To say we face challenges—serious challenges—is not the 
same as saying we are doomed, or that the Church is doomed. 
It is to say that we must each bring these matters before God, 
and before Christ, our King and Head. We wait upon him to 
guide and equip us. If we do not seek him, then it could be that 
we will be doomed and defeated.

Can we invite you to join in prayer for some of the matters that at the 
outset of the new year we must face up to, and where over the page we 
mention a few of the challenges that are ahead of us?

Can we invite you to reflect and recall 
three things that last year demonstrated 
to you God’s almighty power. Give him 
thanks and praise for them—and trust 

him because he is the same almighty God

Pray for a willingness to accept the chal-
lenges of change that will inevitable 
come to us, such that the kingdom of 

God will advance
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We all miss meeting together face-to-face, but some 
miss it more than others: people who live alone, have 
just lost loved ones, have been ill, have moved into a care 
home … With the new lockdown this is even more crucial.

Fellowship for us as Christians is paramount to who we 
are. The church is the gathering of the Lord’s people.

The Church faces serious financial problems, as do local 
congregations. We may be a spiritual body, but as such 
we still need money to operate for the kingdom of God.

The Church’s Trustees had said that they will draw on 
£11.5 million in reserves to “keep the Church afloat”. As 
the supermarkets say, “When it’s gone, it’s gone.” How is 
the Church going to manage? How is your congregation 
going to manage?

There are plans to cut the number of ministers the 
Church can afford to pay by something like half the pres-
ent number of charges. The number of ancillary workers 
will also be cut. This will be a huge blow to the Church as 
a whole, as to us in the Highlands.

There are four vacancies in the middle of Inverness. Each 
charge has serious problems to overcome. Support your 
brothers and sisters by praying for them. One congrega-
tion is considering where God is calling them to work. Do 
they remain in the centre or relocate to another part of 
their parish where more people live? Either choice has 
many difficulties to overcome. Another charge must 
consider buildings that require a lot of money to restore 
and refurbish. What do they do? How do they go for-
ward? Two of the other charges have sections of their 
parishes where there is great need—particularly the 
need of the gospel. They need to take the gospel to their 
people, but both are struggling to find people fit and able 
to serve. What should they do?

It is not only Inverness centre charges that are vacant. 
Three of our rural charges are vacant. The harvest fields 
in each need to be full of labourers, too. One charge is 
seeking a minister. Pray for them. Another charge will 
face a union with another charge. Pray for them. The 
third charge is exploring ways forward, exploring new 
ways of working and of ministry. Remember them, too.

The Presbytery faces the possibility of an appeal against 
one of its planning decisions. There is nothing wrong this. 
The charge has the right to do this. It is part of the justice 
of our Presbyterian form of church government. The 
Presbytery and the charge are working together to try to 
find a solution.

The Inverness Presbytery is soon to be no more, but in-
tegrated into a wider geographical-centred new Pres-
bytery. This needs to be done. Inverness Presbytery is 
stretched as it is. There is less commitment from local 
church members or of a commitment to Christ and the 
work is suffering. The Church of Scotland must decen-
tralise particularly to its missional work to flourish at a 
local level.

During and after the pandemic there are many in our 
area who are and will be suffering abject poverty, home-
lessness, and the ravages of the weather. Addictions are 
increased, too. 

Pray for those you miss seeing in 
church, especially those you know 

are struggling and think of how you 
can contact them and help them in 

practical ways

Pray that the Lord of the harvest 
sends labourers into the field, and 

gives the resources to use them.

Prayerfully consider where the Lord 
is calling you to work and what he 

wants you to do in his kingdom
Pray that the purposes of justice may 

be pursued and that an equitable 
solution might be resolved. Above all 
pray that the unity of the Presbytery 
may not be disrupted in the process

Pray that ways may be found to do 
this, without attempting to cover too 

large an area, where the local ele-
ment is lost. Pray for the practicali-

ties of finances and logistics

Pray for those congregations who are endeavouring 
to reach some of those caught up in this and to show 
the love of Christ by their practical application. What 
could you and your congregation do to help, directly 
or indirectly?

Pray for wisdom. Pray for provision 
so that the work of the kingdom of 

God in Scotland can continue. What 
can you do to help the situation in 

practical terms?

Remember our brothers and sisters 
in their agonising decisions. Pray 

that the Lord would guide them and 
they may be ready to do his will as it 

becomes clear


