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ORDER  OF  SERVICE   
 

            Prelude        
           

       Welcome and Intimations                                       Rev Fiona Smith 
  

        Hymn 123  ‘God is love: let heaven adore him’ 
 

1  God is love :  let heaven adore him ;  
  God is love :  let earth rejoice ;  
  let creation sing before him, 
  and exalt him with one voice. 
  He who laid the earth’s foundation, 
  he who spread the heavens above, 
  he who breathes through all creation :  
  God is love, eternal love. 

2  God is love, and is enfolding 
  all the world in one embrace ;  
  with unfailing grasp is holding 
  every child of every race. 
  And when human hearts are breaking 
  under sorrow’s iron rod, 
  then they find that selfsame aching 
  deep within the heart of God

              3  God is love :  and though with blindness 
            sin afflicts the souls of all, 
            God’s eternal loving-kindness 
            holds and guides us when we fall. 
            Sin and death and hell shall never 
            o’er us final triumph gain ;  
            God is love, so Love for ever 
            o’er the universe must reign. 
 

Scripture Sentences  (Lamentations 3: 19-24)                 (Congregation standing) 
 

     Prayers of Approach, Confession and Lord’s Prayer   
      

The Sacrament of Baptism of Kyle John and Ewan Roderick Hamilton  
 

Aaronic Blessing  The Lord bless you and keep you; 
      the Lord make his face to shine upon you, 
      and be gracious unto you: 
      the Lord lift up his countenance upon you 
      and give you peace. 

 

     Hymn   ‘Magnificent, marvellous, matchless love’   Getty 
 

1. Magnificent, marvellous, matchless love 

Too vast and astounding to tell 

Forever existing in worlds above,  

now offered and given to all 

Oh, fountain of beauty eternal 

The Father, the Spirit, the Son 

Sufficient and endlessly generous,  

     magnificent, marvellous, matchless love 
 

2. Creation is brimming with thankfulness; 
The mountains, exultant they stand 
The seasons rejoice in Your faithfulness 
All life is sustained by Your hand 
You crown every meadow with colour 
You paint every shade in the sky 
Each day the dawn wakes as an encore 
of  

      magnificent, marvellous, matchless love 

How great, how sure 
His love endures forevermore 
Magnificent, marvellous, matchless love 
 

3. What grace, that You entered our 
brokenness 
You came in the fullness of time 
How far we had fallen from righteousness 
But not from the mercies of Christ 
Your cross is our door to redemption 
Your death is our fullness of life 
That day, how forgiveness flowed as a 
flood: 
Magnificent, marvellous, matchless love 
 

How great, how sure 
His love endures forevermore 
Magnificent, marvellous, matchless love 



United in Your resurrection 
You lift us to infinite heights 
Could anything sever or take us from  
magnificent, marvellous, matchless love 

How great, how sure 
His love endures forevermore 
Magnificent, marvellous, matchless love 
(twice)

 

 (Children leave for Sunday School) 
 

Reading            Mark 14: 10-11; 17-21 & 43-46 (p66)          Willie Proudfoot                   
 

Anthem  ‘King of all ages’                     Isom 
 

Reading  Matthew 27: 3-10 & Acts 1: 15-19 (p41&148)   Willie Proudfoot  
 

          Sermon  ‘Judas – beyond forgiveness?’ 
 

          Hymn   555    ‘Amazing grace!’ 
 

1  Amazing grace !  how sweet the  
  sound 
  that saved a wretch like me !  
  I once was lost, but now am found, 
  was blind, but now I see. 

2  ’Twas grace that taught my heart to 
  fear, 
  and grace my fears relieved ;  
  how precious did that grace appear 
  the hour I first believed !  

3  Through many dangers, toils, and 
  snares 
  I have already come ;  
  ’tis grace has brought me safe thus 
  far, 
  and grace will lead me home. 

4  The Lord has promised good to me, 
  his word my hope secures ;  
  he will my shield and portion be 
  as long as life endures

. 

          Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 

     Hymn      153       ‘Great is thy faithfulness’

1      Great is thy faithfulness, O God my 
Father, 
there is no shadow of turning with 
thee ;  
thou changest not, thy compassions 
they fail not, 
as thou hast been thou for ever wilt 
be. 
Great is thy faithfulness !   Great is 
thy faithfulness !  
Morning by morning new mercies I 
see ;  
all I have needed thy hand hath 
provided — 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto 
me. 
 

2  Summer and winter, and seed-time and 
  harvest, 
  sun, moon, and stars in their courses 
  above, 
  join with all nature in manifold witness 
  to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and 
  love. 

3  Pardon for sin and a peace that  
  endureth, 
  thine own dear presence to cheer and 
  to guide ;  
  strength for today and bright hope for 
  tomorrow, 
  blessings all mine, with ten thousand 
  beside.

 

Benediction  
 
Choral Amen 
 
 

Postlude  



SUNDAY  WORSHIP 
 

Sunday 3 April 2022 at 11am 
 

The Service will be conducted by Rev Fiona Smith and Rev Fiona Morrison  
 

Tea and coffee will be served after the service 
 

 
 

INTIMATIONS  FOR  TODAY 
 

Welcome   We welcome everyone to our service this morning.  A special welcome is extended 
to any visitors who may be worshipping with us.  If you have moved to Inverness, we would be 
very pleased to have you worship with us regularly.  Please make yourself known to one of the 
stewards on duty, or to the Minister, as you leave. 
 

The Bible   Please stand when the Church Officer brings the Bible into the sanctuary for the 
start of our worship together.  Thank you.   Fiona 
 

Internet Access   Please can you ensure that all mobile phones and other devices such as 
iPads are switched off completely before the service to avoid interference with the sound 
system.   Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

Livestreaming:  Services are routinely recorded on video and livestreamed.  The front five 
pews in the main block could be in shot (normally the backs of heads only).  Also anyone 
crossing the church in front of the communion table could be in view.  If you wish to avoid being 
recorded, please speak to one of our welcome teams who will be happy to help you choose a 
seat out of camera shot.   
 

Lent Studies  The Lent Course, led by Rev Fiona Morrison,  “A Way through the Wilderness’, 
based on Isaiah, continues on the next two Mondays at 7.00pm in room 1.  The theme of 
wilderness as being a place of receiving comfort, encountering God, and receiving fresh 
strength, will be explored.  All very welcome, whether you would like to participate actively or 
come and listen. 
 

Baptism   We warmly welcome family and friends to the Baptism of Ewan Roderick and Kyle 
John Hamilton, sons of Suzanne and Scott. 
 

Annual Stated Meeting   The Annual Stated Meeting will be held in the Church immediately 
after the service TODAY.   If possible, please stay for this short meeting as it gives you an 
opportunity to raise any questions you may have and, most importantly, it highlights the state of 
our finances. 
 

Copper Bottle The Copper Bottle was emptied last week and produced a wonderful £200. 
Thanks to everyone who donated. The next Bottle will be for Water Aid, another great cause. 
 

Farewell Presentation to the Minister   It is our intention to make a presentation to Fiona.  It 
will be made as part of the service on her final day, Easter Sunday, 17 April. Further information 
will follow in due course. All donations should be suitably marked and left in the offering plates in 
the front vestibule, or sent to the Church Office.  Closing date Sunday 3 April, cheques to be 
made payable to Ness Bank Church. 
 

Holy Week – Time for space & serenity at Ness Bank Church  We are again planning to 
open up the sanctuary to visitors during Holy Week.  The sanctuary will be open from 11am - 
3pm each day from Monday 11 to Friday 15 April.  In the sanctuary, there will be music, 
flowers, art, crafts, a labyrinth and a prayer tree all designed to help each visitor find space to 
stop and be still, and to enable them to open their heart to the Lord.  We require volunteers to 
be there to welcome folk during the day – if you could spare an hour of two that week to do this 
please contact Mary Thomson in the Church Office  to put your name down on the rota.    Many 
thanks.              Fiona    



 
 

 

INTIMATIONS FOR TODAY (cont’d) 
    

Car Parking on a Sunday Morning  As from Sunday, 20th March 2022 we no longer have  
access to park in the Castle Car Park during our church service   The contractor who will carry 
out the renovation work  for the castle took possession of the site on Monday 21st March 2022. 
The official start date of the renovation work will be 18th April 2022 but ahead of this date the 
contractor will need to erect timber hoarding round the whole site and installation of site cabins. 
This work will commence soon after 21st March.  

With the loss of use of the Castle Car park on a Sunday morning, the Pay and Display Bays in 
Ness Bank and at Bellfield are free. Additionally on Ness Bank, Permit Bays don’t operate on a 
Sunday so can be used for parking. Also the stretch of single Yellow line opposite the garden 
with the Three Graces can also be used for parking as can the piece of single yellow line further 
along Ness Bank. 

 A Blue badge allows on-street, free parking without time restriction in Pay & Display bays, on 
single and double yellow lines without loading restrictions, as long as you are parked safely and 
your badge is valid. Some on-street disabled bays are time limited so please check the signage. 
Parking in any location subject to loading use or restrictions is not allowed and could subject you 
to a fine. The edge of the pavement is suitably marked if this is the case but does not apply on 
Ness Bank.              Jim Anderson 

 

Stamp Project Update  The National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon (NESSL) is a 
Church of Scotland Partner with congregations in both countries. In 2021, the pastors initiated a 
scheme whereby they gave half of their salaries to establish a relief programme for the neediest 
families around their congregations. The countries' economic crisis and the consequences of the 
explosion in Beirut have struck hard, and the Synod is struggling to pay the salaries (£100-
£150/month) for their pastors. 

The Synod is reaching out to their partners worldwide to help support their pastors and projects. 
This year the Stamp Appeal aims to raise enough funds to support a pastor for a full 
year, ie  £1800 . Thank you to all who have already left their stamps in the orange bucket and 
please continue to do so. Once we have gathered a reasonable amount of stamps, they will be 
sent on for sorting.                                       World Mission Team. 
 

 
 
 

 
NESS  BANK  MEETINGS  AND  ACTIVITIES 

    

Pastoral Visitors’ Meeting:  An Elders/District Visitors’ meeting will be held on Tuesday 29 
March at 7.00pm via Zoom  to discuss matters relevant to our districts during the vacancy. 
 
Craft Group  The Crafties plan to have a small Easter stall in the hall after the service on 
Sunday 3 April.   
 
Team Leaders Meeting   The next meeting of Team Leaders will be held on Tuesday 5 April 
at 7.30pm in Room 1. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

GENERAL  NOTICES 
 
Confident Christianity Conference  On Saturday 2 April, 9.30am-12.15pm at Culduthel 
Christian Centre, Andy Bannister will be speaking on how to share your faith with humility and 
grace, specifically in these post-Covid times.  Andy’s invitation to the half-day conference can be 
heard on this link:    https://youtu.be/UShG0LI7y6c.   
There is no charge, but  to sign up, 
contact  https://culduthelchristiancentre.churchsuite.com/events/lryopagb 
 
Blythswood Care Vacancies Blythswood Care have extended the closing date on the following 
vacancies: Receptionist/ Admin Assistant, Deephaven, Evanton (37.5hours); and Human 
Resource/Office Administrator, Deephaven, Evanton (37.5hours).  For application forms and job 
descriptions, visit the website:  www.blythswood.org or phone 01349 830777, or email 
personnel@blythswood.org.   Closing date 3 April. 
 

 
 
 

 

CONTACTS 
 
 

Rev Fiona E Smith LL.B., B.D. can be contacted on telephone 01463 234653 or email 
FSmith@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 
     The Church Officer is Billy Irvine, telephone 07736 973697, email billyictfc@gmail.com   

 
Admin hours are 9am - 12 Noon Monday to Friday.  Tel 01463 221812;   

email nessbankchurch@gmail.com 
 

Ness Bank Church is online at www.nessbankchurch.org.uk & Facebook and Twitter 
 

  If you would like more information about Ness Bank Church, would like to join our fellowship, or 
would like the Minister to contact you, please speak to a steward as you leave. 

 
 

  
Ness Bank Church of Scotland Inverness, No SC 010870, is a Registered Charity 
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