
As Christians in theWest todaywe should
think very carefully about howwe bandy the
term “secular” so carelessly, and glibly label
every facet ofWestern culture as secular. In do‐
ing sowe are reinforcing the notion thatwe live
in some kind of post-religious generation. Thus
we talk ourselves out of whatwe perceive to be
mission, give it up as a hopeless task and re‐
treat into a holy ghetto, whichwe call “church”.
Little wonder thatwe are in decline, our holy
huddle getting smaller and smaller.

While it’s true, then, that our traditional Chris‐
tian institutions and forms of religion do not
have the same influence they once did, it is also
true that our contemporary culture in theWest
is definitely, if not aggressively, religious, and
yetwe have nothing to say, except criticism.
Whowould be interested in a church like that?
It has beenmade irrelevant by its own hand.

Do we not cut off our nose to spite our face?
There is a religious mission field in our West‐
ern culture that we are neglecting because we
have dismissed it as secular and beyond the
pale. We can be just so insular in our reaction
when from the institutional Church, as we

stick out like sore thumbs avoiding certain
company and sections of society because we
do not like what they stand for or how they
behave. Or we refuse to view certain movies,
read particular books, watch TV shows, and
avoid anything else that we think to be out‐
side the scope of our hallowed cloisters and
we fail to understand the people around us.

Howdowe react to the countless essays, books
and TV shows that are against Christianity?We
tut and avoid them. Yet, as they say, you can
take a person out of church, but you can’t take
church out of a person. If God is dead, as is be‐
ing proclaimed, that cannot be the end of the
story. You have to name his successor! Surely
that successor’s name is Legion, because they
aremany, and totally destructive.

A post-Christian society is not the same as a
post-religious society. The religious flavour of
political and ethical discourse in the West is
overwhelming. Everybody worships, because
we have to serve somebody.

Perhaps the clearest example of post-Chris‐
tian religiosity concerns shame culture. Who
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Pray that the Holy Spirit takes away your prejudice
against the people of the secular West and directs
you to understand those around you, so that you
will be able to address people’s need with the
gospel of Christ.

14 Nov

Pray for the Presbytery as it meets on Tuesday to
consider matters that have been passed to it by the
Assembly. Pray that we all will not be overwhelmed
by our problems but take them to the Lord in prayer

21 Nov
How can you direct people to worship the one and
true God in the midst of an intolerant polytheism?
Ask the Lord for boldness and wisdom to do so.

28 Nov
Pray that we take the opportunity that Advent
brings to speak to our neighbours about the coming
of Christ and who it is that has come.
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would have ever dreamt that the internet, the
greatest libertine free-for-all ever constructed
by human beings, would have become a
theatre of moral scolding and condemnation?
Similarly, the evironmental lobby does it too.

As has been pointed out, a people that have
abandoned the Christian doctrines of sin,
atonement, and forgiveness end up spending
their pent-up moral energy by enacting the
future judgement that must come, on each
other. Ever-punishing online lynch-mobs,
that ruin a stranger’s career or reputation, are
a living liturgy to the need human beings have
to purge sin and experience absolution.

The altars are many, dedicated perhaps to the
god of partisanship, the god of therapeutic
self-help, the god of intersectionality, or
merely be the almighty god dollar, but the
point is the same. Everyone is a worshipper!

We have referred in a previous Prayer News to
the apostle Paul’s sermon to the Greek pagans
at the Aeropagus (orMars Hill) in Acts 17. It is
more than an example of apostolic preaching.
Paul tells the crowd that he has seen one of
their altarswith an inscription, “To anUn‐
knownGod,” and he proceeds to then preach
the gospel to them, proclaiming that it is Christ
who, while unknown to them,was the true
Godworthy of trust and obedience. Paul’s pro‐
clamation stands out: “What therefore you
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.”

Not merely introductory comment aimed at
an ancient polytheistic society, Paul’s words

contain a massive vision for engaging con‐
temporary culture with the gospel. The
Athenian society whose pantheon of idols
“provoked” Paul (verse 16) was a culture
primed to hear the gospel of the true God. The
altar to the unknown God was more than a
sociological curiosity; it was a transparent
confession of religious impulses bursting in‐
side these pagan, and so we might think, sec‐
ular people.

While the good news about Yahweh and Jesus
of Nazareth may not have been what these re‐
ligious folks thought they needed to hear, Paul
knew it was fundamentally something they
wanted to hear. Their hearts were restless, so
Paul preached rest.

Just as the apostle Paul knew how to present
the gospel to the kind of people who built al‐
tars to unknown gods, so, we, as followers of
Jesus in a post-Christian culture must know
how to wield the good news.

Realising that our public square is un-Chris‐
tian but not irreligious should make us bold:
bold to speak in moral language, knowing
that our audience may tell themselves they
are relativists but do not live like it when they
talk about the election or racism on Facebook.
For a while Christians were afraid that speak‐
ing of God’s judgement would alienate people
and push them further from Jesus, but now
every corner of modern society seems to be
crying out for a God who can and will make
all things right, including heaping justice on
the heads of the wicked.

Following in Paul’s example might mean
saying to contemporary Western society, “I
perceive that in every way you want justice.
The God of heaven and earth is a God of per‐
fect justice, and he has appointed Jesus
Christ to judge the world. Find forgiveness
and a sure hope of a righteous eternity by
coming to him in faith.”

For those whose hearts are captive to the self-
help section and want assurance they can live
a life of meaning and joy, Christians hold out
the only gentle Saviour, who himself is our
wisdom, our righteousness, and our sanctific‐
ation. Exhausted, wounded souls need to hear
that they don’t need to be an alpha male or
#girlboss to know a life worth living. To this
world we can say, “I perceive that in every
way you want purpose and meaning. Jesus
Christ offers perfect rest, freedom from
shame, and a real kingdom to give yourself to,
body and soul. Find help and hope by coming
to him in faith.”

When we look out and see our post-Christian
society, we should not see an impenetrable
wall of secularism and write off mission. We
should see what’s actually happening: wor‐
ship, worship, worship. The soul-cries of
those who live haunted by the spectre of tran‐
scendent truth could scarcely be louder. They
are waiting for someone to explain how they
already live. They need the church of Jesus to
stand and say, “What you worship as un‐
known, this we proclaim to you.”

Pray that we seize the day!


