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ORDER  OF  SERVICE 
 

Prelude    
 

Welcome and Call to Worship                       Rev Fiona Smith 
 

Hymn  294  ‘On Christmas night all Christians sing’ 
 

1  On Christmas night all Christians 
sing, 
to hear the news the angels bring, 
on Christmas night all Christians 
sing, 
to hear the news the angels bring, 
news of great joy, news of great 
mirth, 
news of our merciful King’s birth. 

2  Then why should we on earth be 
so sad, 
since our Redeemer made us glad, 
then why should we on earth be so 
sad, 
since our Redeemer made us glad, 
when from our sin he set us free, 
all for to gain our liberty?  

3  When sin departs before his grace, 
then life and health come in its 
place;  
when sin departs before his grace, 
then life and health come in its 
place;  
heaven and earth with joy may 
sing, 
all for to see the new-born King. 

4  All out of darkness we have light, 
which made the angels sing this 
night :  
all out of darkness we have light, 
which made the angels sing this 
night ;  
‘Glory to God, on earth be peace, 
goodwill to all shall never cease.’ 

 

Prayer 
 

Reading   Isaiah 9: vs 2-7 (p678)                          Rev Fiona Morrison 
 

Hymn  303  ‘It came upon the midnight clear’ 
 

1  It came upon the midnight clear,  
  that glorious song of old, 
  from angels bending near the earth 
  to touch their harps of gold :  
  ‘Peace on the earth, good will to you 
  from heaven’s all-gracious King ! ’ 
  The world in solemn stillness lay 
  to hear the angels sing. 

3  But with the woes of sin and strife 
  the world has suffered long ;  
  beneath the angels’ hymn have rolled 
  two thousand years of wrong ;  
  and warring humankind hears not 
  the love-song which they bring ;  
  oh, hush the noise and still the strife 
  to hear the angels sing. 

 

4  And you, beneath life’s crushing load 
  whose forms are bending low, 
  who toil along the climbing way 
  with painful steps and slow, 
  look now !  for glad and golden hours 
  come swiftly on the wing ;  
  oh, rest beside the weary road, 
  and hear the angels sing. 

5  For lo !  the days are hastening on, 
  by prophet bards foretold, 
  when, with the ever-rolling years, 
  still dawns the Age of Gold, 
  when peace shall over all the earth 
  its ancient splendours fling, 
  and all the world give back the song 
  which now the angels sing. 

Reading   Luke 2:  vs 1-12 (p75)                 Wym Simpson 



Hymn  309  ‘Still the night, holy the night’ 
 

1  Still the night, holy the night !  
  Sleeps the world ;  hid from sight, 
  Mary and Joseph in stable bare 
  watch o’er the Child belovèd and fair, 
  sleeping in heavenly rest, 
  sleeping in heavenly rest. 

2  Still the night, holy the night !  
  Shepherds first saw the light, 
  heard resounding clear and long, 
  far and near, the angel-song, 
  ‘Christ the Redeemer is here ! ’ 
  ‘Christ the Redeemer is here ! ’ 

                                       3  Still the night, holy the night !  
            Son of God, O how bright 
            love is smiling from thy face !  
            Strikes for us now the hour of grace, 
            Saviour, since thou art born !  
            Saviour, since thou art born ! 

Address   ‘The Light in the Darkness’ 
 

Hymn  320  ‘Joy to the world, the Lord has come’ 
 

1  Joy to the world, the Lord is come !  
  let earth receive her King ;  
  let every heart prepare him room, 
  and heaven and nature sing, 
  and heaven and nature sing, 
  and heaven, and heaven and nature 
  sing. 

2  Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns !  
  let all their songs employ ;  
  while fields and floods, rocks, hills and 
  plains 
  repeat the sounding joy, 
  repeat the sounding joy, 
  repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

         3  He rules the world with truth and grace, 
           and makes the nations prove 
           the glories of his righteousness 
           and wonders of his love, 
           and wonders of his love, 
           and wonders, wonders of his love. 

Reading:   John 1: vs 1-14 (p116)    Rev Fiona Smith 
 

Lighting of the Christmas Candle 
 

Exchange Christmas Greetings 
 

Hymn  301  ‘Hark! The herald angels sing’  
 

1  Hark ! the herald angels sing, 
  ‘Glory to the new-born King, 
  peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
  God and sinners reconciled ! ’ 
  Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
  join the triumph of the skies, 
  with the angelic hosts proclaim, 
  ‘Christ is born in Bethlehem’. 
   Hark !  the herald angels sing, 
   ‘Glory to the new-born King’. 

 2 Christ, by highest heaven  
  adored, 
  Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
  late in time behold him come, 
  offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
  Veiled in flesh the Godhead see ;  
  hail, the Incarnate Deity, 
  pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
  Jesus, our Immanuel !  



                                            

    3  Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  
      Hail, the Sun of Righteousness ! 
      Light and life to all he brings, 
      risen with healing in his wings. 
      Mild he lays his glory by, 
      born that man no more may die, 
      born to raise the sons of earth, 
      born to give them second birth:  

Prayer and Lord's Prayer        Rev Fiona Morrison 
 

Hymn  306  'O come, all ye faithful' 
 
1  O come, all ye faithful, 
  joyful and triumphant, 
  O come ye, O come ye to   
  Bethlehem ;  
  come and behold him, 
  born the King of angels ;  
  O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ  
  the Lord. 
 
2  God of God, 
  Light of light, 
  Lo ! he abhors not the Virgin’s        
    womb 

3  Sing, choirs of angels, 
  sing in exultation, 
  sing, all ye citizens of heaven 
  above, 
  ‘Glory to God 
  in the highest’: 
         O come, let us adore him…. 
 
4  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
  born this happy morning;  
  Jesus, to thee be glory given :  
  Word of the Father, 
  now in flesh appearing:   
        O come, let us adore him

Very God,  
begotten, not created ;  

          O come, let us adore him…… 
 

Benediction  
 

Choral Amen 
 

Postlude    
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR  WORSHIP  AT  NESS  BANK 
 

Sunday 26 December at 11.00 am 

The service will be conducted by Rev Fiona Smith and Rev Fiona Morrison 
 

Sunday 2 January 2022 at 11.00 am 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism, Public Profession of Faith and the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  
will be conducted by Rev Fiona Smith  

 



INTIMATIONS FOR TODAY 
 
Welcome   We welcome everyone to our service this evening.  A special welcome is extended to any 
visitors who may be worshipping with us.  If you have moved to Inverness, we would be very pleased 
to have you worship with us regularly.  Please make yourself known to one of the stewards on duty, 
or to the Minister, as you leave. 
 

The Bible   Please stand when the Church Officer brings the Bible into the sanctuary for the start of 
our worship together.  Thank you.   Fiona 
 

Internet Access   Please can you ensure that all mobile phones and other devices such as iPads 
are switched off completely before the service to avoid interference with the sound system.   Thank 
you for your co-operation. 
 

Livestreaming:  Services are routinely recorded on video and livestreamed.  The front five pews in 
the main block could be in shot (normally the backs of heads only).  Also anyone crossing the church 
in front of the communion table could be in view.  If you wish to avoid being recorded, please speak 
to one of our welcome teams who will be happy to help you choose a seat out of camera shot.   
 

Kirk Session   The Kirk Session will meet at 10.45am on  Sunday 2 January 2022  in the hall to 
attest the statistics.    
 

2022 Flower Calendar   The 2022 Flower Calendar is on the noticeboard in the vestibule.  If you 
wish to donate flowers to the church please add your name to the date of your choice.   A very big 
thank-you to all who donated to flowers in 2021.  Anyone interested in joining our Flower Group will 
be most welcome.   If you would like to help please telephone Finella Thomson on 01463 230155. 
 

Sunday  Morning  Bible  Readers      While  preparing  the  next  list  of  readers  I  would  like  to  thank 
everyone who has contributed to this important part of Sunday worship.   It is some time since I have 
looked for new volunteers and it would be nice to add newer members of the congregation to the 
pool.      Younger  members  would  be  very  welcome.      If  you  are  interested  or  would  like  further 
information please speak to Mary Thomson on 01463 221812 or email on  
nessbankchurch@gmail.com. 
 

Finance – The Way Ahead  Firstly, many thanks to all our members and friends who continued their 
giving  to  the  church  by  freewill  envelopes  or,  better  still,  by  Bank  standing  order  over  the  past  2 
difficult years. It has given us a solid financial platform for 2022. 
Whether we like it or not, we are increasingly becoming a cashless society, which means that visitors 
to the church for special occasions do not have the opportunity to leave a donation. We are therefore 
introducing contactless giving so that people can give by credit or debit card just as you would in a 
shop or supermarket. 
We hope this will prove popular and effective. 

 
 

CONTACTS 
 

Rev Fiona E Smith LL.B., B.D. can be contacted on telephone 01463 234653 or email 
FSmith@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

      The Church Officer is Billy Irvine, telephone 07736 973697, email billyictfc@gmail.com   
 

During Covid restrictions, Admin hours will be Monday-Friday, 9am-12noon, working from home 
when possible. Tel 01463 221812 or 01463 230440, email nessbankchurch@gmail.com 

 

Ness Bank Church is online at www.nessbankchurch.org.uk & Facebook and Twitter 
 

  If you would like more information about Ness Bank Church, would like to join our fellowship, or 
would like the Minister to contact you, please speak to a steward as you leave. 

 
Ness Bank Church of Scotland Inverness, No SC010870, is a Registered Charity 


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5

