
Dear Friends

Lent is the season in which we who follow Jesus remember his time of testing in the wilderness. It 
is a time for us to reflect upon our own lives – where do our hearts lie? Is God a daily priority or 
just something we think about on a Sunday? Are we following the ways of Christ – do we love 
others as Christ loves us? Do we forgive others as we are forgiven or are we holding on to grudges? 

Lent is the time for us to have ‘spiritual spring-clean’ a time for us to be honest with God about 
ourselves, a time to seek God’s grace to help us shine with the light and love of faith in our daily 
lives and a time for us to prepare our hearts once more to walk the journey with Christ to the Cross 
and to celebrate the joy of Easter Sunday when we will proclaim the Good News that Jesus is 
Risen!

Lent traditionally has been a time in which people give things up to help them focus upon God but 
as we have all given up so much this past year it is a little harder to contemplate giving something 
else up so instead let us think about using this season as a time to challenge ourselves about how we
think and act in relation to the environment.

We take for granted that we have proper systems in place to get rid of our rubbish and to enable us 
to recycle but did you know that 2 billion people – that’s 1 in 4 people on the planet – don’t have a 
rubbish collection service. That means 2 billion people in the world’s poorest countries are living 
and working among piles of waste. This creates a breeding ground for disease-carrying rats, flies 
and mosquitoes. Burning rubbish to get rid of it pollutes the air, causing respiratory problems. 
Waste also clogs waterways, which then causes floods when it rains. Each day the waste mountains 
are growing. 

Up to a million people die each year due to pollution caused by waste. That’s one person every 30 
seconds

Why should Christians care for the environment?

 There are more people living on this planet and making use of its resources than ever before.

 Our participation in God’s mission requires that we value his creation, and bear witness to 
his final redemption of all of creation.

 We have a mandate to love our neighbour – and those living in poverty are affected every 
day by the injustices caused by a lack of access to rubbish collections.

‘To claim to love the Creator but to abuse the world in which we live is like claiming to be fans of 
Shakespeare whilst burning his plays. The created world is God’s masterpiece.’

Marika Rose and Jason Fletcher, Tearfund 2007 report entitled Why should Christians care for the 
Environment?

Without proper rubbish collection and disposal services, people living in poverty are at risk.

 They’re likely to become sick as open burning of waste produces smoke and toxic fumes.

 Discarded waste creates an ideal breeding ground for mosquitoes and vermin, spreading 
diseases such as malaria and typhoid.

 Repeated bouts of sickness and disease mean families become trapped in poverty. Some 
resort to bonded labour to get the money they need.



 Natural hazards such as flooding – which already hit the poorest people hardest – are made 
worse by drains and waterways being clogged with waste.

What’s the answer?

Twin a bin with Tearfund 

Tearfund are helping to tackle the waste crisis in some of the world’s most vulnerable and 

marginalised communities. These are neighbourhoods which do not have their rubbish collected, so
people feel they have no choice but to burn their waste or dump it in the open. So people live and 
work surrounded by mounds of rubbish, which spreads disease, blocks local rivers and damages the 
environment.

Our partners are setting up small enterprises to collect and recycle waste, and encouraging local 
people to sign up for these services. They’re also raising awareness about the impact of waste on 
health and the environment, and encouraging people to reduce their plastic use. And they’re 
lobbying governments and multinational companies to help reduce the amount of waste being 
produced in the first place.

A triple win

Protecting health

Waste management projects create rubbish collection services for people living in poor 
communities – leading to improved health.

Protecting the planet

Rubbish collection and disposal services help protect the environment, especially the oceans, from 
plastic pollution. Our partners are also pushing for waste reduction in the economy and society.

Providing work

Recycling businesses, set up as social enterprises, create jobs that provide properly paid work – and 
dignity – for vulnerable people.

Ness Bank Church’s Lent Appeal

To twin one wheelie bin with a social enterprise in Haiti, Pakistan or Uganda that is collecting 
people’s rubbish, disposing of it safely and recycling as much as possible, costs £45. We have 6 
wheelie bins – let’s see if we can twin each them – that means raising £270

But what about the bins we have inside our building? From memory (!!) I think we have 18! 

What about putting aside the money you would have spent each week on having a coffee out for 
this Appeal. If the pull of a Starbucks is too great what about remembering to take your own 
reusable cup to be filled up with your favourite coffee instead of adding to the waste that we create 
without thought? Instead of buying a plastic bottle filled with your juice of choice take your own 
reusable bottle when you go out for a walk. 

All of us through lockdown have found a renewed delight in God’s good creation so let us give 
something back this Lent by supporting this brilliant Tearfund enterprise and by challenging 
ourselves to be far more conscious about the environment. For more information on ‘bin twinning’ 
follow this link https://www.bintwinning.org/

https://www.bintwinning.org/


Please send your donations to Mary in the church office by Easter.

God bless

With love

Fiona 


